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for food as well as for many of the raw materials of his
industry, especially in view of die fact that some 1,200
million out of the 2,000 millions of the world's in-
habitants can, in one way or another, be classified as
agriculturists.
As  regards the other characteristic of the second
industrial revolution, it can be summed up in the word,
SPEED !   It can be recognized in such children of applied
science as the television set, broadcasting, the cinema,
the telephone (national and international), the tuibine
and oil-engined ship, the motor bicycle and motor car,
and the aeroplane.   All these things are implements for
speeding up the transmission of ideas, of goods, and of
men, between one part of the world and another.   They
have caused the world to shrink in terms of time and
space.   Now, the outward and visible product of these
two industrial revolutions is a mechanized, high-speed,
very complicated structure of social life which it is
convenient to label "Modern civilization"  We cannot in
this small book discuss the question as to whether or not,
in his eagerness to make rapid material progress, Western
man (the Asiatics and Africans have no responsibility
in this matter) has mistaken the means for the end, and
lost sight of spiritual values whilst he gazes with childish
astonishment at his technical achievements.   It is not
difficult to argue a case in support of the view that this
has happened, and that man has become a slave to his
own mechanical creations.   We must leave it at that.
What we must notice is, that this astounding " Modern
civilization," the like of which has never been known
before in human history,* is a curious mixture of
* Roman civilization was a simple "hand-made** and hand-operated
curtain, raiser to " Modern Civilization*"